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TAGS: ELAB ILO EG 

SUBJECT: ILO: NEXT INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE PRESIDENT 

REF: STATE 289045 

1 . EGYPTIANS CONCERNED WITH LABOR AFFAIRS ARE ALWAYS QUICK 
TO POINT TO THEIR AFRICANESS BUT IT CLEAR FROM OUR CONVER- 
SATIONS HERE THAT THEY HAVE NOT YET FOCUSED ON QUESTION 
OF NEXT ILO CONFERENCE PRESIDENT. THIS IS DUE TO SOME EXTENT 
TO PREOCCUPATION WITH WELL FILLED CALENDAR OF LABOR CUM 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES BUT ALSO REFLECTS USUAL LAST MINUTE APPROACH. 
WE ARE NOT, THEREFORE, ABLE AT THIS TIME TO COMMENT ON 
AFRICAN CANDIDATES LISTED REF A. 

2. EGYPTIAN- AFRICAN LABOR RELATIONS ARE GENERALLY GOOD BUT 
SUPERFICIAL. WE HAVE NO FIRM BASIS FOR KNOWING WHETHER 
EGYPTIANS, OR EVEN OTHER ARABS. ARE CONSIDERED SUFFICIENTLY 
AFRICAN FOR ILO PURPOSES BY REST OF CONTINENT. 

3. FINALLY, WE ARE RELUCTANT TO SUGGEST EGYPTIAN WHO MIGHT BE 
SUITABLE FOR ILO CONFERENCE PRESIDENCY. WHILE COMPARATIVELY 
MODERATE, EGYPTIANS WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO WITHSTAND 
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NATIONAL FORUMS HAS DEMONSTRATED. ADDITIONALLY, TEMPTATION 
TO MAKE POLITICAL HAY MIGHT BE HARD FOR EGYPTIANS TO RESIST. 

IN SHORT, WE DO NOT SEE MOMENT AS PROPITIOUS FOR CONJURING UP 
VISIONS OF EGYPTIAN ILC PRESIDENT "GAVELING DOWN SPEAKERS 
ATTEMPTING TO INTRODUCE EXTRANEOUS POLITICAL RESOLUTIONS”, 

PARTICULARLY REGARDING ISRAEL. 

4. WE WILL REPORT PROMPTLY ANY DEVELOPMENT IN EGYPTIAN 
VIEWS IN ILC PRESIDENCY. 
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